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EDITORIAL
After a three month break The Rabbiter is back to being delivered to individual 
households. A big thank you to all the deliverers  agreeing to return to ‘business as 
usual’. If you didn’t manage to get hold of a copy of the April, May or June Rabbiter 
it is available online at www.therabbiter.biz. Last months recipe for Lemon Drizzle 
Cake was a great success and a big thank you for all your pictures. This month is one 
of my favourite cakes, Coffee and Walnut (see page 10) – yummy.  It is hoped that 
very soon we will be able to pick up a coffee and cake ‘to go’ from the Café in the 
Park – the Community Association are currently investigating the feasibility of opening 
for takeaways.

Recently it feels as if we are hanging in limbo waiting for life to restart, however there 
is lots going on locally. Work has started on the development of a Lidl store on the old 
Argos site and building on the retirement homes is continuing. The report from our 
County Councillor, Stephen Reid, (see page 15) gives lots of information for residents. 
At the time of going to press there was no date available for the opening of our new 
pub, The Holly Blue. Fingers crossed we will be able to enjoy a pint there very soon!

Beggarwood Bookworms continue to meet on ‘zoom’ – see page 15 for an update on 
their reading list. New members are welcome to join the group and more information 
can be found on their facebook page. 

There was an article in the paper recently that new bicycles are getting hard to find 
and many people are getting their old bikes our from the back of the garage. The 
article on page 22 this month from Hatch Warren Beggarwood Cycling Club includes 
information on how to check if your bike is safe to ride.

Walking, cycling and exercise have become the norm for many of us and there is 
a lot of free online courses available to help. Our local healthclub, Beechdown, is 
running lots of classes and you do not have to be a member to take part – see their 
advertisement on page 13. 

Our gardens are looking lovely at the moment. My roses have never been more 
beautiful. Over the last three months I have been keeping my bird table topped up 
regularly and am amazed at the number and variety of birds visiting it. We have seen 
sparrow, robin, blackbird, thrush, many finches as well as the fattest pigeons, but my 
favourite has to be a young jay who enjoys raiding the fat balls. We used to have a lot 
of hedgehogs but rarely see them now. What wildlife have you seen in your garden?

Many local businesses are struggling because they are unable to get to see customers 
etc. – please support our advertisers and local businesses wherever possible.

The Rabbiter takes a break in August so we will be back in September. Please do let 
us have your news and views, email newsdesk@therabbiter.biz. The weather forecast 
looks good for the next few weeks so enjoy the sunshine. Keep well, stay safe.

Stop Press:  The Rabbiter has just received news of a concept document 
for a garden community. It will include 2,500 houses with shops and 
businesses in land in Cliddesden. Should further development be 
permitted south of the M3? For more information see page 12.
The Editor

• Heating installations

• Boiler changes/upgrades

• Servicing

• LPG Gas installation/service

• Breakdowns

• Landlord Safety Checks

• Power flushing

• Water softeners

Call Jamie Davenport 24hr - 7 Days a Week

Tel No: 01256 398611   Mobile No: 07876 687422 212273

An established, family run local business with 20 years’ experience

Printed by Greenhouse Graphics Ltd 
www.greenhousegraphics.co.uk
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All Seasons
Window Cleaning
Reliably serving the Hatchwarren / Beggarwood community for over 20 years

Additional services include:
• Driveway cleaning •

• Cladding/signage cleaning •
• Gutter/fascia/soffit cleaning •
• Conservatory roof cleaning •
• Pure water - no chemicals •

Call STEVE on 01256 353727
Email: info@allseasonswindowcleaning.com
Web: www.allseasonswindowcleaning.com
www.facebook.com/allseasonswindowcleaninguk

SOUTHERN
WINDOW
INSTALLATIONS

Where reputation matters

Covering Hatch Warren, Beggarwood and surrounding areas
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01256 688648

MESSAGE FROM THE MAYOR 
My year as Mayor has been an amazing 
time for both me and my Consort 
and Chaplain Andy.  It has been 
refreshing to set aside politics for a 
time (although still serving my ward 
as councillor) and concentrate on the 
lovely people of this Borough.  It has 
been a joy to visit people and places, 
present awards, cut ribbons, attend 
shows and concerts, give speeches 
and generally get to know and encourage people who do all 
sorts of things in our locality – mostly getting on with the job of 
helping others who are in need.

It is therefore an extra privilege to continue to serve as Mayor 
for this coming year.  After much consideration and discussion 
with the Deputy Mayor, it was decided that the time simply isn’t 
right for the hand over.  So much that makes the mayoralty such 
a joy and honour would be missed as we continue to handle the 
current pandemic.  I will therefore be the Mayor of Basingstoke 
& Deane until May 2021 when I sincerely hope we will have put 
aside the restrictions, difficulties and – for some – heartbreak of 
the coronavirus emergency and returned to normal life.

With a year’s experience under my belt I realise that it is helpful 
to let more people know about my aims and aspirations and 
encourage everybody to feel free to ask me to visit – or to 
visit me in the Parlour.  Although this role brings with it many 
duties and expectations, the aspect that I love most is simply 
finding out about all the work that people are doing to serve 
our community and doing all I can to encourage that work and 
help people of like mind to join together in cooperation to be 
as effective as possible. 

My husband, Dr Andy Taylor, is again my chaplain.  He has worked 
in the church for many years, in recent years as Community 
Pastor, helping to start up and maintain church-run charities in 
addition to preaching and teaching.  

However, we have many good friends of other faiths (and none) 
and have enjoyed joining in their celebrations and learning 
about their traditions – from Ramadan meals to the Hindu 
celebration of Navrati (complete with dancing!).  I hope to 
continue those friendships across cultures and religions that I 
have already formed, and make new ones too.  Our Borough 
has become increasingly diverse over recent years, and that has 
been a good thing.  I am a great believer in learning from people 
who are different from me – embracing their different views 
and ideals  – and hopefully as a result learning to be tolerant 
and understanding.

So, as Mayor for the coming year I am looking forward to 
meeting many more Basingstoke people.  It will be very different 
for the time being as we emerge from our period of distancing, 
but let’s find a way to connect, encourage and function again, if 
not face to face then at least online.  Please contact me either 
via the Mayor’s official route if it is to do with a visit or occasion, 
or direct to cllr.diane.taylor@basingstoke.gov.uk.

See you soon!

Cllr Diane Taylor

The Mayor of Basingstoke and Deane Borough Council
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Dealing with the estate of somebody who 
has died can been difficult.  Apart from the 
emotional turmoil that follows a death in the 
family, you are faced with endless amounts of 
paperwork and legal processes which can result 
in a great deal of confusion.

During these challenging times, the Wills and 
Probate at Phillips Solicitors is on hand to 
assist you if you are dealing with the loss of a 
loved one.

In most cases, ‘Probate’ is required before the 
family can deal with the assets of the person 
who has died. This is required irrespective of 
whether the deceased had a Will.   Applying 
for Probate involves a twofold process. The 
first is to declare the value of the estate to 
HMRC for tax purposes. Then, following this, a 
Court application can be made to the Probate 
Registry, which is the Court that issues what is 
called the Grant of Probate. 

Once you have obtained Probate, the wishes 
in the deceased’s Will must be carried out, 
but if there is no Will, then their estate must 
be distributed to the people who are entitled 
under the rules of intestacy; these set out a 
strict order of entitlement. 

Our clients find it very useful that we operate a 
client account, which means that we can collect 
the sale and closure proceeds of any assets, to 
include property and bank accounts, ready for 
distribution to the beneficiaries.  This negates 
the need to set up an Executor’s account by 
you, something which is proving difficult in the 
current circumstances. 

If you are in the unfortunate position of dealing 
with an estate of somebody who has died or if 
you are an Executor who requires assistance, 
our helpful legal advisers will be happy to assist 
you and guide you through the process. 

To find out more please contact Lucy Watson who heads the Wills and Probate team at 
Phillips Solicitors incorporating Brain Chase Coles, by calling 01256 854646 or by emailing lucy.

watson@phillips-law.co.uk
Alternatively, please visit www.phillips-law.co.uk/wills-probate

During these difficult times Phillips remains fully open for business with our lawyers working remotely. They 
can discuss Wills and Probate issues or any other legal matters by telephone and video conference.

APPLYING FOR 
PROBATE

Lucy Watson

PROBUS KEEPS IN TOUCH
It’s a good job the coronavirus 
did not occur twenty or even 

ten years ago. Just imagine the difficulty 
of keeping in touch with each other. Yes, 
we had a telephone; most homes had a 
landline and many people had mobiles but 
not like the number today. And of course 
the Royal Mail had a reliable postal service. 
I don’t know if the telegram service still 
operated had it been necessary to contact 
someone in an emergency.

Today it’s different. How times have 
changed. Technology has come to our 
rescue. Virtually everyone has a mobile 
phone and a large majority a home 
computer with an internet connection. 
This latter aspect is the main reason that 
today, although being physically isolated, we 
can keep in contact, verbally with a phone, 
in written form with the immediacy of 
emails and visually with the latest wiz bang 
thing the use of WhatsApp on our mobile 
phone or Zoom or Microsoft’s Meet type 
of technology. As the BBC often says when 
a brand name is mentioned that other 
products are also available.

It’s a sign of embracing today’s times but 
the use of technology is how the members 
of the Probus Club of Basingstoke keep 
in touch both individually and in groups. 
Today every member has some sort of 
computer type device that has an internet 
connection so the use of sending out group 
emails is common practice. But Probus is a 
social organisation and the usual business 
style meetings, the many social gatherings 
and trips are missed during this lockdown 
period of our lives. It was considered that 
it was essential that some form of regular 
contact was necessary.

A clever design of a phone contact system 
was devised which meant that each 
member of the committee had a rotating 
nominated list of members to call each 
week.  The plan is working excellently so 
far and it is hoped that by the early part of 
July each committee member would have 
spoken to every member. 

On a communal basis the use of Zoom 
has been so successful that rather than the 
freely available forty minutes transmission 
time it was soon decided to buy a year’s 

subscription which means the system is 
available for any amount of time over the 
next 12 months. What made this an easy 
decision was the ability to conduct the 
formal committee meetings following the 
agenda just as though the meeting took 
place around a table. The members have 
been involved with general meetings via 
Zoom and also with a quiz afternoon with 
several spouses helping the men in their 
lives achieve enhanced results. More such 
quizzes are planned. Investigations are 
being followed of using this technology to 
provide a speaker to replace the ones that 
are booked at our monthly lunch meetings.

Probus Club members may be retired and 
perhaps some have the occasional physical 
problem but to a man they are bright 
eyed and bushy tailed. They have all risen 
magnificently during these unprecedented 
times to prove they can assimilate new 
things. They are certainly not technophobes.

See www.probusbasingstoke.club for 
information about the Probus Club of 
Basingstoke.
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FAVOURITE RECIPES FROM CAFÉ IN THE PARK

Coffee and walnut sponge cake
For the cake

• 225g/8oz unsalted butter, softened, plus 
extra for greasing

• 225g/8oz caster sugar

• 4 free-range eggs

• 50ml/1¾fl oz strong espresso coffee

• 225g/8oz self-raising flour

• 75g/2½oz walnuts

For the buttercream topping

• 125g/4½oz unsalted butter

• 200g/7oz icing sugar

• 50ml/1¾fl oz strong espresso coffee

• 12 walnut halves, to decorate

Method
• Preheat the oven to 180C/350F/Gas 4.

• In a bowl, beat the butter and sugar 
together until very light and pale.

• Add the eggs one at a time to the 
butter and sugar mixture, beating well to 
completely incorporate each egg before 
adding the next egg.

• Add the espresso to the mixture and 
stir well.

• Add the flour and walnuts and stir well 
to completely combine.

• Spoon the cake mixture into two lined 
and greased 20cm/8in cake tins.

• Transfer to the oven to bake 25-30 
minutes, or until a skewer inserted into 
the centre of the cake comes out clean 
and the cake is golden-brown.

• Remove the cakes from the oven and 
leave to cool on a wire rack.

• For the buttercream topping, beat the 
butter and icing sugar together in a small 
bowl until pale and light. 

• Add the espresso and mix well.

• Spread the buttercream over the top of 
each cake, then place one cake on top 
of the other.

• Decorate the top of the cake with the 
walnut halves and serve in generous slices.

HAMPSHIRE GETS A BRAND NEW FOOD CHAMPION
Basingstoke based blogger launches website and social media channels aimed at 
promoting home cooking and local businesses.

5th June saw the launch of a brand new 
food website, www.thehomecookking.com 
full of fantastic recipes aimed at encouraging 
people to embrace good food at home. 
The majority of the recipes are simple to 
replicate with many also being fairly quick 
too, they include tips to ensure you can 
master them at home along with ideas for 
ingredient swaps and customisation. The 
recipes can be enjoyed by all, whether you 
are an absolute novice cook or someone 
who is rather quite competent.

In addition to the recipes the website also 
has a variety of blogs, some are designed 
to inspire you to get cooking at home and 
provide ideas of what to make. Others are 
aimed at showcasing Basingstoke, Hampshire 
and the surrounding areas. The main aim of 
the blogs are to encourage people to get 
out and explore the area that they live 
in, be that finding local walks, attractions, 
businesses or produce. Two blogs have 
been written about local businesses thus far 
and have already been read by nearly 250 
people. Many more blogs focused on local 
food and drinks producers are planned for 
the coming weeks.

The Facebook page for The Home Cook 
King was launched on the 5th June and 
currently has 102 followers and 100 likes*. 

The most of these are from the local area 
as the vast majority of all promotion of the 
page has been to groups within Basingstoke.

An Instagram account was launched on the 
22nd May in order to test the appetite for 
the recipes and food inspiration content. 
It’s proved to be a success and fuelled the 
development of the brand. The Home 
Cook King currently has 180 Instagram 

followers and the content has generated 
1660 likes already*.

Engagement rates are high across the 
board so this is a brand which is set to stay 
and plans to become an integral part of 
the food scene across Hampshire.

The brand’s growth strategy is focused on 
building a loyal following from Basingstoke 
and the surrounding areas at launch, with 
collaborations currently being discussed 
with local businesses. Further growth 
across Hampshire and the South are 
planned over time.

About The Home Cook King
The Home Cook King is the brainchild of 
Craig Evans, a Basingstoke resident who 
moved to the area from West London 4 
years ago. With a background in media, 
sales and advertising, a passion for food, 
cooking, local businesses and the area 
he has made his home, it has been his 
dream for a while to combine it all into 
one passion point. 2020 has proved to be 
a challenging time for many, including him, 
he was made redundant at the start of 
the year and his plans to get straight back 
into work were scuppered by the national 
lockdown however having an abundance 
of time on his hands has led to the launch 
of this exciting new brand.

*stats are accurate as of 5pm Monday 15th June 2020.
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BASINGSTOKE DEANE ROTARY
Rotary works with Shelterbox
Covid 19 and Emergency Disasters
There may be a pandemic but some 
communities in the world are also dealing 
with natural disasters and conflict which 
leaves them with nowhere to live whilst 
still living with the virus.
ShelterBox is an international disaster 
relief charity established 2000 by Rotarians 
in Helston, Cornwall, UK. They provide 
emergency shelter and other aid items to 
families around the world who have lost 
their homes.  Shelterbox is working to help 
people protect themselves in dangerously 
crowded camps in Syria and disaster zones 
in flooded areas of Indonesian and many 
other places.
A full Shelterbox provides a robust tent 
and the basic essentials for sleeping, 
cooking and water purification for a family 
of 10 to survive for 6 months. If needed in 
that area, mosquito nets will be included. 
There will also be small toys and books 
and pencils for children.
‘Having somewhere dry and warm to sleep, 
to prepare meals and be with your family is 
vital for starting the long process of rebuilding 
your life’
Shelterbox are partners with Rotary 
International, and Rotarians around the 
world help shelterbox to connect with 
local communities more quickly when 
disaster strikes.

The charity’s HQ is based in Truro, 
Cornwall UK and they coordinate disaster 
relief and get it to where it is most needed 
even in a pandemic.
To donate visit https://www.shelterbox.org
As coronavirus spreads, Shelterbox saves 
lives. check our Website and Social media 
for updates.

JULY CORONA QUIZ      
Below are clues to name Pop Groups or 
Rock Bands. The spelling is not always the 
same - it may just sound similar.  
e.g. Gary Power’s spy plane =  U2
1. Quartet of spinning toys 
2. The shaver is not dark 
3. Distorted vision   
4. Not a light Sunday  
5. Primates from the North Pole  
6. Gathering no moss  
7. Guarding the Piste 
8. These lads went surfin in the USA
9. Not death in the Orient  
10. Danger, Spice warms up Mexican food  
11. In the beginning......  
12. Ginger maidens, well one is 
13. Gathering no moss  
14. 16 B.A., B.Sc. and MA  
15. Girls not allowed  
16. Who uses the YMCA   
17. Upholders of the law  
18. A desert watering hole  
19. West, Sutcliffe and Crippen 
20. George, Andrew, Patrick and David                                                               
Answers will be on our website and Social 
Media after July 1st 2020
We all owe huge thanks to the NHS and 
all Care workers in our local area.

We also need to acknowledge and be 
thankful for the work of BVA,  The Food 
Bank, Inspero and Spotlight who have 
stepped up over and above their normal 
charitable work to ensure that the 
shielded, vulnerable and people in poverty 
have been supplied with  emergency food  
ably supported by many volunteers and 
local supermarkets.

JUNE QUIZ ANSWERS    
1. Urinating monarch Peking
2 Goes to bed with Dougal Florence
3 Good French Bonn
4 Ms Loren Sophia
5 Pa’s suitcase Bagdad
6 French friend belongs to me Miami
7 Boleyn on the floss Milan
8 EEE Tripoli
9 Knitted by a cow Jersey
10 Elizabeth c’est  good Lisbon
11 Where does superman buy his clothes  

 Capetown
12 Royal bird on the briny Swansea
13 Bouncing in wonderland   Alice Springs
14 Please purchase Dubai
15 Long delay for a line of people? Kuwait
16 I will question the Woman Alaska
17 Meadow Full Of Cooks Sheffield
18 Italian Ford Capri
19 Water barrier made of  

domesticated rodents Amsterdam
20 Python film Montevideo

Facebook: @RotaryBasingstokeDeane                           
Twitter : @RBstokeDeane

A MESSAGE FROM HAMPSHIRE HOSPITALS FOUNDATION TRUST (HHFT)   
Covid-19 has had many impacts in 
Hampshire, amongst others, the economy 
and peoples’ lives.  What we are noticing at 
HHFT is that while, at the time of writing, 
there are only seven Covid-19 patients 
admitted to our local hospitals, many 
people are not seeking the medical help 
they need for other health conditions. 
For some, this delay could lead to far 
more serious consequences. We, both 
the hospitals and local GPs, urge our local 
communities to please seek the help 
they need, when they need it, and know 
that we are implementing all measures 
possible to protect them and minimise 
any risk of the spread of Covid-19 in line 
with all government advice.
Additional to this we are pleased to 
share some more positive news. HHFT 
has received funding to develop the 
business case for a new hospital. While 

Covid-19 has had an extreme impact 
on Government finances, the Treasury 
appreciates that revitalising is crucial at 
this point in time. As a part of this, it is 
promoting major construction projects, 
in particular that of new hospitals. Alex 
Whitfield, the Trust’s CEO, recently 
announced via BBC South Today, the 
‘Modernising our Hospitals and Health 
Services’ programme and that the 
finances have now been promised for 
the build of a new hospital to serve the 
people of mid and north Hampshire. 
While the location, design, and timing 
have not yet been confirmed, we are 
keen to share this good news with you 
and will continue to keep you updated 
on all developments of this programme. 
The programme team is working closely 
with local primary care (GPs) and social 
care, with the objective of creating a 

more integrated healthcare system. The 
team would like to know your views and 
are encouraging all Hampshire residents 
to review the ‘listening document’ that 
has been created especially to set 
out the challenges, opportunities, and 
decisions involved.  We would like you 
to give us your feedback, using the 
online comment form, by the end of July. 
You can find out more on how to do 
this via the below links: 

www.hampshiretogether.nhs.uk 
www.twitter.com/hampshireMOHHS 
www.facebook.com/hampshiretogether

We need you to help shape the future 
of healthcare in Hampshire and look 
forward to seeing your feedback.

Douglas Ralph 
Lead Governor
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ONE TO ONE PIANO TUITION.  
Beginners welcome from 6yrs. Local, experienced ‘ISM approved’ 
teacher. 01256 333241 / 07774 631802 / janecleaver33@
hotmail.com www.1to1musictutors.co.uk

BRIDGES ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS LTD  
Fully Qualified, Insured and Registered Electrician.  
All Work Certified. Call 01256 471853 or 07879 298008.  
All Electrical Work Undertaken.

TRADITIONAL PLASTERER All aspects of plastering. Small 
works welcome. Call 07958 670774 – 01256 364991 (Dave)

GET A HEAD START ON NEXT YEAR’S EXAMS! 
Expert Online Tutoring in Maths & Physics for students aged  
11-18. Call 07749 409941 or visit ehawtintutoring.co.uk

FITMAMA PREGNANCY EXERCISE AND POST 
BIRTH REHABILITATION CLASSES for safe and careful 
maternity health and well-being. Member of The Guild of Pre/
Postnatal Exercise Teachers. www.fitmamastudio.com

CLASSIFIED ADS CARS URGENTLY WANTED
TOP PRICES PAID 

CASH OR INSTANT BANK TRANSFER

M & K AUTOS • BASINGSTOKE

8 DAHLIA CLOSE • KEMPSHOTT • RG22 5RQ

Trading in your car or just 
need an Instant Cash Sale

CALL US FIRST
•  All cars and vans considered from 

£50 to £20,000
•  For a fast, friendly professional 

approach please call Keith Lovelock 
on Basingstoke (01256) 477838  
or 07785 594429

Your Local 
Buyer

Online booking of all adverts:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

POTENTIAL NEW DEVELOPMENT 
A concept document has been published by the Trustees of 
the Portsmouth Settled Estates that shows how 2,500 homes 
and associated infrastructure could be built on estate land – 
basically at Cliddesden.

The title given to the conceptual proposal is the “Upper 
Swallick Garden Community” and the document can be 
found here: https://www.mediationinplanning.co.uk/usgc/

Supporters will argue that this is a way to help the Borough 
Council achieve its five-year housing land supply and its 
housing targets of around 1,000 per year. The document 
speaks of early-stage consultation with residents, giving the 
ability to shape the end product and the ‘garden community’ 
principles on which it is based.

Opponents will see this as a major development being 
proposed south of the M3, transforming a community that 
values its village setting. For us, it is another significant increase 
in housing affecting this side of the town. I see impacts on 
traffic in Hatch Warren and Beggarwood if drivers using the 
M3 look to cut through the estates to Garlic Lane or the 
roundabout under the M3 where Cliddesden Lane meets 
Woods Lane, which is one of the proposed access points.

Stephen Reid

County Councillor, Basingstoke South West

JUNE MEETING
As has become the norm, our 
meeting was once again via 
Zoom. We were discussing 

the book ‘Blood Orange’ by Harriet Tyce. This story was a 
legal drama intertwining two stories both of which uncovered 
unpleasant and dramatic domestic violence. If you enjoyed 
Apple Tree Yard then this is probably a book for your reading 
list. However many of our group disliked the characters 
and found them unbelievable. In fact the group only scored 
the book an average of 5 making it second to last in our 
popularity list. The choice for next month is ‘The Five . The 
Untold Stories of the Women Killed by Jack the Ripper’ by 
Hallie Rubenhold. This won the Baillie Gifford prize for non-
fiction 2019, Goodreads Choice for History Award and Hay 
Festival book of the year 2019. Why not read along at home 
and see if you agree with our opinions next month.

For the summer we have decided to go for a couple of light 
reads and these are ‘From Venice with Love’ by Rosanna Ley 
and ‘Beach Read’ by Emily Henry. 

Our Bookworms Community Support Group continues to 
do a fantastic job supporting members who are unable to 
shop and they are really enjoying the challenge of ‘treasure 
hunt ‘shopping which has included finding flour,eggs and 
lemons. A big thank you to them all. 
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Visit our website 
beechdown.co.uk

Call us on 
01256 36 22 22

Find us at 
Winchester Rd 

RG22 4ES

The Beechdown Club has invested heavily to 
provide unrivalled outdoor fitness facilities:  

Floodlit Open-Air Gym 
Floodlit Running Track 
Floodlit Workout Hubs 
Floodlit Boot Camp Court 
Floodlit Football Pitch 
Floodlit Tennis Courts  

But if the British weather deters you from 
enjoying the Outdoors, then come inside and 
indulge in the most extensive array of fitness and relaxation 
in the area. All air-conditioned, all Covid-safe and all respecting social 
distancing with sanitisation stations and regular cleaning.

Reopening early July.  We look forward to welcoming existing 
members to all the new facilities.  Limited numbers.  Waiting list open.

BD Outdoor Fitness A4 advert 2006.qxp_Layout 1  20/06/2020  15:09  Page 1
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HATCH WARREN UNDER FIVES 
After nearly three months of being open for only our small group 
of key worker children, Hatch Warren Under Fives were delighted 
to be able to welcome back lots more children at the start of June. 

It’s so lovely to have a busy preschool again, and the return has 
been a great success. The children have adjusted back to the old 
routine brilliantly and are all superstars at washing their hands.

We have of course been making 
the most of the good weather 
and have been busy with lots of 
outdoor activities. The children 
have taken part in butterfly 
awareness week and international 
oceans day, which included some 
fantastic coloured water play and 
ice melting. We have spent time 
out in the woods searching for 
wildlife and their habitats and 
have collected lots of wonderful 
natural materials to build bug 
hotels. We’ve also had lots of 
gardening projects happening, 
including planting sunflower 
seeds in self-watering plant pots 
using plastic bottles.

In a few weeks time our older 
children will be leaving us for 
their next adventures at primary 
school, so we are busy planning 
their Graduation. Even though 
we can’t celebrate in our usual 
way, we can’t say goodbye to our 
children without making their last 
day special.

If you are looking for a preschool 
place for the next academic year, 
we still have spaces available – 
we are currently reserving places 
with no commitment until we are 
fully open for preschool visits and 
show-arounds. For a virtual tour 
of our lovely preschool please 
take a look at our Facebook page 

@ Hatch Warren Under 5s Preschool. 

Hatch Warren Under Fives is open Monday to Friday 8.30am-3pm 
during term times and we have two wonderful rooms and a big 
garden. We take children from the age of 2 years until they start 
primary school.

If you would like to reserve a space, or if you’d just like to learn a bit 
more, you are welcome to contact our Manager, Angela, on 01256 
322788 during preschool hours or email us at preschoolmail@
aol.com. We will send you an application form to register, and will 
invite you for a viewing in person as soon as we are able.

T: 01256 322788

E; preschoolmail@aol.com

www.hatchwarrenunderfives.co.uk

ST PETER’S DAY NURSERY 
St Peter’s Day Nursery has continued to support key worker 
parents through this difficult time. We would like to take this 
opportunity to thank these workers who have supported our 
local community.

Our children have continued to explore a wide range of activities 
in our large outdoor area. The children have enhanced their 
maths, language and physical skills with activities such as water 
play, obstacle courses and mark making. We have developed the 
children’s independence skills by cooking a variety of tasty dishes 
including pizza, cookies, bread and quiche. These items were all 
made independently by the children including, mixing, cutting, 
kneading and pouring.

As we move towards the summer we continue to spend a 
significant amount of time in the outdoor classroom. Here the 
children develop their fine motor skills with activities such as 
finger gym and loose parts play. Early story telling ignites their 
imagination and helps develop language and communication 
skills. Recently the children created a story about a dinosaur, in a 
camper van who visited a volcano!!!!!

St Peter’s Day Nursery is a purpose built setting providing 
childcare 8-6, all year. We accept childcare vouchers, 2 and 3yr 
grant and 30 hour funding. For more information please contact 
Alison on 01256 242100 or st.petersdaynursery@gmail.com

SHOOTING STARS 
We have spaces for September 2020 and take children from the 
age of one.

See our Facebook page – Shooting Stars Basingstoke or our 
website www.shootingstarsnurseryschool.co.uk

Contact us for a social distancing show round, come and meet us 
and hear why we might be the right fit for your child…

June fun

Encouraging independence in our 2, 3 and 4 year olds…

               Cutting up…                         Washing up…
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COUNCILLOR’S 
UPDATE
We are entering a new phase of the 
lockdown, where restrictions are being 
eased, some shops are re-opening and 
people are thinking about what ‘New 
Normal’ might look like. 

Hatch Warren and Beggarwood 
Community Association: The 
Community Association held a ‘virtual’ 
Annual General Meeting in June, which 
was one of the best attended ever. 
There is no indication yet as to when 
the centres might be allowed to reopen. 
However, the trustees are considering 
whether the Café in the Park might 
open for a takeaway service and have 
been consulting on this.

Beggarwood Surgery: The recent 
on-line Patient Participation Group 
received a positive report on how the 
surgery has been coping during the 
lockdown period. New procedures 
enable patients to receive remote 
consultations and advice. It is likely that 
some of these changes will carry forward 
into ‘new normal’.

Hatch Warren Retail Park: Work 
has started on converting the old 
Bensons store so that Dreams can move 
in. Once that has happened, the current 
Dreams store and the old Argos will be 
adapted to host Lidl.

Hounsome Fields: the felling of trees 
during the nesting season was averted. 
The works will still go ahead but later in 
the year.

Manydown: the Borough Council is 
due to consider the outline planning 
application for North Manydown in early 
July at a virtual Development Control 
Committee.

Roads: The County Council is 
conducting a consultation on how travel 
might be improved, especially for cyclists 
and pedestrians, post-COVID.

Work on maintaining the roads has 
restarted. The improvements to the 
Thornycroft roundabout improvements 
are under way again. The plans for the 
Brighton Hill roundabout have been 

modified and a second consultation 
has been held. The scheme is due to 
be considered again by the Executive 
Member at the beginning of July.

Public Transport: On March 20th, the 
County introduced temporary changes 
to the ‘bus pass’ rules, to allow holders 
to travel before the usual 9.30 threshold, 
getting to the supermarkets early and 
keeping bus usage up. That has now 
ended, Concessionary travel times for 
older people to travel free have reverted 
to the normal 9:30am start. This change 
will help to manage demand with social 
distancing in place as more people 
return to work and may need to use 
public transport.

Bus Subsidies: During the lockdown 
period, Hampshire has been paying 
subsidies to the bus companies as we 
had budgeted, despite the fact that some 
services stopped running. Our objective 
was to maintain the viability of the 
operators.

Household Waste Recycling 
Centres: The recycling centres have 
opened again but social distancing rules 
have eaten into the available capacity. 
In order to control the queues, there is 
now a pre-booking system, for slots of 
half an hour. Opening hours have been 
extended as well.

I understand that a large proportion of 
trips have been generated by people 
wanting to dispose of garden waste. This 
might ease off now that the Borough 
Council has reintroduced its garden 
waste collection service. Hatch Warren 
and Beggarwood saw the resumption 
of this service on 15th June.

There is no indication yet as to when the 
weekly black bin collections will resume.

Vulnerable Families: The lockdown 
puts great pressures on families and some 
vulnerable children are at increased risk. 
The County Council is reaching out to 
potential foster carers through the start 
of a programme of virtual drop-in and 
information sessions.

The HantsHelp4Vulnerable helpline had, 
of 11 June, received a total of 13,250 
calls and had made a total of 5,821 

Local Response Centre referrals. Help 
with food shopping, and prescriptions 
consistently remain the top two reasons 
for residents seeking support.

Schools: Most of the schools in 
Hampshire have stayed open during 
the crisis to support vulnerable children 
and those of key workers. The staff 
have worked tirelessly in very difficult 
conditions. 

Following the partial return of primary 
schools, over 26,000 students of school 
age are now attending schools in 
Hampshire, which is over 14% of the 
total school age population and very 
high compared to the rest of the country. 
Secondary schools are working to safely 
welcome Year 10 back into school from 
next week for face-to-face contact to 
supplement their home learning in line 
with government guidance. 

Track and Trace: For many months 
Hampshire has been helping the Isle of 
Wight with some of its key services. As 
a result, HCC’s Director has been closely 
involved with the deployment of the 
new Track and Trace system.

Please be aware that there is a Track 
and Trace scam circulating in Hampshire. 
Hampshire Trading Standards is urging 
residents to be extra vigilant. It is 
important to be aware that the NHS 
Test and Trace service is free of charge 
and a legitimate call from the service 
will not ask you for any bank details or 
payments, nor details of other accounts 
such as social media nor will they ask 
you to set up a password or to call 
back on a premium number (09 or 
087). For further advice or to report 
an issue to Hampshire County Council 
Trading Standards Service please phone 
our partners at the Citizens Advice 
Consumer Helpline on 0808 2231133. 
Citizens Advice has launched advice on 
Coronavirus scams, including a scam 
checker.

Stephen Reid

County Councillor.  
Basingstoke South West

07976 310206
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OLD DOWN AND 
BEGGARWOOD 
WILDLIFE GROUP
Both Old Down and Beggarwood seem 
quieter as many people are now back 
working but sadly our children have not 
been able to return to their places of 
education – this crisis is so very hard on 
them. Hopefully though, you are all still 

finding time to enjoy the two sites. We are 
now into summer and there are so many 
lovely wildflowers and insects to see, both 
sites being rich with many different species. 
Sadly the Council has mowed flat every 
verge and open space in the area (a tidy-
up I suppose – but does it look any better?) 
thus we have lost those lovely flowers, 
which were at the height of their beauty, 
and also lost is the food source of insects 
which is so important to the ecology.

Early summer is the time to spot orchids. 
The Pyramidal orchid and the Common 
spotted orchid are found on both sites 
and this year on one of the sites a couple 
of Bee orchids have appeared – so called 
because the centre looks like a bee has 
landed.  This is a totally unexpected new 
species on the site and very exciting.

A very surprising sight on Beggarwood in 
late May was a female black-tailed skimmer. 

This a fairly large species of dragonfly and 
usually found near water. The male has 
the black tail – as is often the case the 
female is not so dramatic in appearance. 
There is no water in the near vicinity but 
perhaps there are sufficient garden ponds 
to attract. 

A very big thank you to everyone who has 
taken the trouble to clear litter from the 
two sites. It is so much more enjoyable to 
walk around a litter free area.

Work Parties – We were hoping to 
restart in late June but unfortunately the 
Council is reluctant to give permission 
because of social distancing and PPE issues. 
So still none at the moment but perhaps 
we might be able to start next month.  
Please check our website and Facebook 
page (Old Down and Beggarwood 
Wildlife Group) for information on when 
that might be. Please also look at our 
Facebook page for regular photos of the 
sites and the wildlife.

www.olddownandbeggarwood.org.uk                    
Email: odandbwd@gmail.com

01252 872657 07525 064570  info@cranforddesign.co.uk

www.cranforddesign.co.uk

 Extensions, alterations & new builds
 Loft and Garage Conversion
 Domestic & commercial project solutions

             Pyramidal Orchid                               Bee Orchid                                   Black-tailed skimmer
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SPIRITUALLY SPEAKING
What will your story be?
As I sit to write this article I’m conscious that this July will 
be different in so many ways as we continue to adjust to 
the changes of easing lockdown. We still face the uncertainty 
of how long life will be like this, we may be anxious to 
know what September will be like. We may still have many 
unanswered questions. We have all shared in this experience 
of lockdown, it has affected everyone of all ages, we have 
seen acts of kindness, the desire for things to return to some 
sense of normal.

July is a time when many of us would be heading off on 
our holidays, may be camping or flying abroad to warmer 
climates. Yet for many this year holidays will be different. You 
may have decided to have a staycation, or cancelled your 
holiday or have to move it to next year. Holidays give us an 
opportunity to stop and relax, time away from the everyday 
stresses. Memories are made, time together is shared, new 
experiences tried and many photos taken. These photos 
capture the stories of our time away, which we love to share 
with our family and friends.

We will all have our own story about this time in lockdown 
and how we felt when the lockdown was eased. Jesus is the 
world’s best storyteller. It was through stories that resonated 
with people that he was able to help them see what his 
stories meant for them. It is through the overarching big 
story of the Bible that we get to know who God is and why 
following him makes such a difference to our lives. The Bible is 
a library of books, 66 in fact that together show us that God 
of the Bible is not a remote, unknowable divine force, but a 
loving God with whom ordinary people develop personal 
relationships. It was written over a period of 1,500 years and 
it is the world’s best seller. Over 400 million copies are sold 
or distributed each year.

I wonder what will change for you going forward, what have 
you discovered really matters to you.  As you look back over 
this time, I wonder what your story will be.

You will be aware that churches are beginning to open 
their doors for private prayer, but not for worship. This may 
change by the time you read this. At Immanuel we are busy 
planning how we can safely open the church adhering to all 
the guidance we have been given. In the meantime we will 
still be putting services on Facebook and the church website. 
We also have on the first Sunday of the month at 10am a 
café church service on Zoom, which is family friendly . If you 
would like to join us for this service please contact Rev May 
for details.

Blessings,

Rev May 07922 516761  
revmay@immanuelhwb.co.uk www.immanuelhwb.co.uk

HATCH WARREN W.I. 
Hatch Warren W.I. due to the lockdown has come up with ideas 
to stay in touch with members through a ‘WhatsApp group’, 
where members are able to share ideas for things to do during 
lockdown. Members have been busy with knitting, jigsaws, lots of 
different crafts and reading and sharing their experiences with 
each other. 
Some members are keen quizzers and join in with the weekly quiz 
from ‘The Portsmouth Arms’ which they really enjoyed and found 
stimulating in lockdown.
We have also started in the last few weeks with a weekly coffee 
morning via zoom, where members get to see each other’s bad 
hair day. We all long for the hairdressers to reopen.
We are hoping that next week we are able to have a Zoom W.I 
meeting with a guest speaker on his eco-house with a live virtual tour.
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RABBITER CONTACTS:
Editor: editor@therabbiter.biz

Advertising Manager:
Nick Overton: 01256 880770
advertising@therabbiter.biz

Distribution Manager: 
01256-364378
editor@therabbiter.biz

Copy deadline to the 
Editor and Advertising 
Manager is the 15th 
of the month.

This publication is freely distributed
to Kempshott Rise, Hatch Warren,
Beggarwood Lane and Kempshott

Park. Circulation over 4000.

• Health:
Doctors’ Surgeries
Acorn Health Partnership
Western Way - Tel: 479747
Mon-Fri 0800-1830 

Broadmere Road Surgery - 
Tel: 396500
Mon-Fri 0830-1800
(answermessage when closed)
Chemist
Boots Pharmacy Broadmere
Road - Tel: 398927 Mon-Fri 
0900-1800 Sat/Sun closed
Lloyds Pharmacy, Sainsbury’s

Health Visitors
Tel: 376483 
Child Health Clinic
The Community Centre - every
Wednesday 10.30 - noon. 
All Welcome. 
Dentist
Broadmere Road  - Tel: 391391
• Library: 
465102 - HCC mobile library
every Tuesday evening St. Mark’s
CE primary school from 4.40pm
to 6.40pm.
• Post Office
Co-op Broadmere Road: 
Sun-Sat 0700-2200
Kempshott Post Office and Stores
01256 465517 Mon-Fri 0800-17.30
Sat 0900-1500

• Basingstoke Neighbourcare 

Need the help of a good
neighbour? 01256 423855

Local Police Contacts:

Community Safety Patrol Team
01256 844844
Email: cspo@basingstoke.gov.uk

Hampshire Constabulary 101

Crimestoppers 0800 555111

• Churches:
Immanuel C of E Church (in St.
Mark's School, Danebury Road)
10.00 a.m. every Sunday
All enquires to: 07922 516761

Hub Community Church
Every Sunday at The Apollo Hotel 

Contact Dan Wake or Margie
Mendelsohn 01256 316010
connect@hubcommunitychurch.org
www.hubcommunitychurch.org

• Buses:

See page 28

• Doorstep milk delivery:
www.milkandmore.co.uk 
01256 321329

• Newspaper Delivery:
Kempshott Post Office and
Stores 01256 465517

• Representatives:

• Councillors:

County Council:
Stephen Reid, 34 Centurion Way
RG22 4TJ 320860 
email: Stephen.Reid@hants.gov.uk

Borough Council:
Rebecca Bean, 12 Arcadia
Close, RG22 4AJ 07506 570926 
email: cllr.Rebecca.Bean@basingstoke.gov.uk

Terri Reid, 34 Centurion Way
RG22 4TJ 320860 
email: cllr.Terri.Reid@basingstoke.gov.uk

Dan Putty, 1 Gloucester Drive,
RG22 4PH 356650 
email: cllr.dan.putty@basingstoke.gov.uk

• Member of Parliament

Hatch Warren:
Maria Miller
email:  millerm@parliament.ukSee previous Rabbiter issues
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EPSON PRINTER REPLACEMENT INK CARTRIDGES. 
Suitable for Epson XP models 30/102/202/205/212/215/225/ 
305/312/315/322/402/405/412/415/422. 3 x 4 colour sets plus 2 
additional black i.e. 14 cartridges. Only £25. Phone 07770 886521

Free ads Sponsored by Greenhouse Graphics

Goslings Garden
& Fencing Services Ltd
With over 20 years experience in 

all gardening areas.

T: 01256 332680 / 07973 523246

Email: gozlisa@aol.com

Garden Maintenance (one-off / regular) • Mowing • 
Strimming • Hedge-cutting • Stump grinding • Fencing • 

Pruning • Patio’s • Turfing ... and more

Online booking of all adverts:  
www.fromthesmallestseed.co.uk

Free ads can also be sent to editor@therabbiter.biz

High quality and friendly MSK, Back and
Neck Pain with professionals who listen

Annette and Gordon Linscott
35 Years in Basingstoke – Specialists in 

Long Term or Recurrent Back and Neck Pain

If you have a long wait for treatment or other care
has not worked come and talk to us

East Barn, Lychpit Centre
01256 466 666

www.spineteam.co.uk

LADY
DecoratOR
CALL JULES
Local lady decorator
30 years experience
Call for a FREE no obligation quote

07517 641650
julesdecorating@hotmail.co.uk

W

The Rabbiter  

NEEDS YOU
If you are fit and able to assist the Rabbiter 
with distribution or delivery of magazines 

during these difficult times your help 
would be greatly appreciated.  

Please contact us by emailing:

editor@therabbiter.biz
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HATCH WARREN BEGGARWOOD CYCLING CLUB
Hatch Warren Beggarwood Cycling Club is a community club 
that prides itself on being inclusive to all riders who are over the 
age of 18. We aren’t a racing club; we are a community of people 
who enjoy cycling and the very occasional cake.

2020 is the club’s 5th anniversary and we are proud that we 
have been, and continue to be, part of our local community over 
the last few years.

We are equally proud of the support that our members offer 
each other and other cyclists both new and old. 

One comment/question we get asked a lot is ‘I’ve just got my 
bike out of the garage for the first time in many years, how do 
I know that it’s safe to ride?’ …. The answer to that is if you are 
really concerned take it to an expert, or at least a good friend 
who knows about bikes, and ask them to check your bike over. 
Safety is important and is ultimately your own responsibility.

Before every ride we always suggest doing a simple ‘M-Check’ - 
M because you follow the line of the bike which looks like an M! 
Details of the M-Check are below...

Remember if you are at all unsure about 
any servicing/maintenance on your bike 
please consult an expert! 

Our Facebook pages, which can be found 
by following the links at www.hwbcc.org, 
are full of interesting information, routes, and by far our most 
important element and that’s our members.  They are there to 
offer advice, general chit chat, enthusiasm, and support to get 
you out and about enjoying the lovely Hampshire countryside.

Our club motto is usually ‘Come ride with us’ - and we hope 
when the current situation is over that you will come along for 
a ride - but for now our motto is  ‘Enjoy the ride, we’ll see you 
soon’.

We hope to be back out riding in the not too distant future and 
will provide updates as and when we have them.

More details can be found on our website www.hwbcc.org or 
on our facebook page at https://www.facebook.com/HWBcc/

We need helpers to distribute the Rabbiter. This takes about 
half an hour a month. Sadly we can’t offer any financial reward 
save the satisfaction of helping our community. The following 
rounds need a deliverer:
1. Priest Down and Old Beggarwood Lane
2. Camford Close
3. Wentworth Crescent; Belfry Square;   

Turnberry Drive and Gleneagles Close
4. Whitgift Close
5. Maplehurst Close; Woodstock Mead;  

Malham Gardens and Roseberry Close
6. Paterson Close

RABBITER 
DISTRIBUTORS 

NEEDED
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At Clarke & Son our expert 
teams will guide you 
through all your important 
matters:

RESIDENTIAL 
PROPERTY

FAMILY LAW WILLS & ESTATE
PLANNING

Clarke & Son Solicitors LLP
Manor House, 8 Winchester Road, Basingstoke, Hampshire, RG21 8UG

www.clarkeandson.co.uk

T: 01256 320555
E: mail@clarkeandson.co.uk

LIFE IS A JOURNEY THAT STARTS 
AND ENDS WITH FAMILY

ARMSTRONG ROAD, DANESHILL EAST, BASINGSTOKE, HANTS RG24 8NU

01256 363123 | twoguys.co.uk

DESIGN,  
SALES & FULL 
INSTALLATION 
SERVICE

SERVING THE PEOPLE OF BASINGSTOKE & NORTH HAMPSHIRE SINCE 1968

FINANCE  
NOW  

AVAILABLE
Please ask  
for details



The Rabbiter - July/August 2020

24


